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Celebrating Halloween
By Tanner Sandrock 
News Editor

Students assembled in the 
Courter Center a little after noon 
on Oct. 30 to celebrate the holi-
day and participate in the SAC 
Halloween events.  

First on the agenda was the 

caramel apple-eating contest.  
Two students participated, Dale 
Walker and Derrick Roffman.  
Roffman won, taking home a $25 
gift card to Fareway.  The caramel 
apple-eating contest was followed 
by the main event, the costume 
contest.

By Derrick Roffman
Staff  Writer
 

Sean Taylor, psychology  in-
structor, hopes to get his orders 
in the spring and be deployed to 
Afghanistan by the end of  the 
fall.  

“I have to make sure my kids 
know how to mow the lawn, and 
show them where the water shut 
off  valve is in the house. You know, 
all the stuff  that only I know that I 
have to train my family.”  

Taylor has been teaching at 
Boone for almost 14 years. He 
started as an adjunct teacher for 
twelve years and has been work-
ing full time for the past two years. 
“I’ve always loved teaching. I also 
teach part time at Iowa State Uni-
versity, I enjoy it,” said Taylor. 

He started as a school coun-
selor for schools in the area around 

Psych teacher may be deployed

Photo by Tanner Sandrock

Ames working with younger stu-
dents, “Working as a school psy-
chologist was a tough field, I was 
working with a lot of  difficult kids, 
a lot of  difficult parents, and a lot 

of  difficult teachers.” 
When Taylor realized he 

could teach part time at DMACC 
he jumped at the chance. “I was 
loving teaching part time and not 

enjoying my full-time job. Even 
though I loved it, it just wasn’t fun 
anymore,” Taylor said. He opted 
out of  making more money in-
stead taking a part time job that 
didn’t pay as much in order to do 
what he loved.

“I’ve always loved DMACC 
Boone and working with Jane 
Martino, the other psychology 
teacher. We’ve always been really 
good friends,” said Taylor. 

Taylor joined the National 
Guard at the age of  35, which 
was the cut off  age in order to 
join the military. “I joined a few 
days before my 36th birthday, I just 
squeaked by, now you can be 40.” 

Taylor joined a year after the 
9/11 attacks, right before the war 
started. “I was in basic military 
training when my unit, the 109th 
Aviation Unit out of  Boone was 
deploying to Afghanistan.” Taylor 
ended up going to OCS, Officer 
Training School right after getting 
out of  Basic Military Training be-
fore doing any job training. “Since 
I already had a degree they let me 
do that,” he said.

“I’ve seen a lot of  people 

Women’s volleyball wins regionals
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By Derrick Roffman
Staff  Writer

The women’s volleyball 
team played hard enough Satur-
day against the Kirkwood Eagles 
to pull out the win for the 2009 
Regional Volleyball Tournament 
and earned their right to go to 
Nationals. 

The Bears didn’t have it easy 

against Kirkwood, a long-time 
rival of  DMACC. The Eagles 
pushed them up until the end.  
The Bears came out playing hard, 
winning the first sets 25 to 20. 

During the third set, Kirk-
wood really put on the heat and 
ended up pulling off  a win, put-
ting DMACC on edge. 

Even with the extra stress, 
DMACC played hard with Kirk-

wood, never letting their guard 
down and staying with them al-
most point for point the entire 
set. Toward the end, DMACC 
would get a few points ahead and 
then Kirkwood would answer by 
matching it. 

Finally, DMACC got three 
points ahead, 24 to 21. The en-
ergy on both sides of  the stands 
was high as well as on the court. 

DMACC almost saw their win 
slipping away from them as Kirk-
wood climbed to try and meet 
them again at 24 to 23. 

Then, with DMACC fans on 
their feet, roaring enthusiastically 
in the crowd, the Bears scored the 
final point and the whole side-
line was on their feet, as players 
hugged each other and raised 
their hands high. 

Justine Young hugged her fa-
ther and cried in joy as he told her 
how proud he was of  her. 

There were hugs between 
players, coaches, and family 
members for five minutes before 
they were announced regional 
winners and handed their medals 
and plaque. 

The team will leave next 
Tuesday for the Nationals.

The Bears Volleyball team won Regionals and will play at the Wisconsin Dells for Nationals during Nov. 19 through 21.

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 3

Katie Aspengren and Trevor Gould won the costume contest.
Sean Taylor



   PAGE 2        DMACC BANNER NEWS                  NEWS                         11.11.09

NEW CHINA
Restaurant

Lunches     Dinners     Carry Outs

432-8089
716 Story, Boone, Iowa 50036

By Candace Daiker
Copy Editor

The heat may have been 
turned up, but the warmth in 
Boone’s Salvation Army seemed 
to be coming from piles of  do-
nated coats. 

DMACC cosponsored the 
“Giving Warmth” coat drive that 
took place from Oct. 12 to Oct. 
26 on all campuses, as well as 
KCWI-TV, Gold’s Gym, Iowa 
Health-Des Moines Hospitals, 
and Community Choice Credit 
Union.

Members of  Phi Theta 
Kappa, Dale Walker and Stacy 
Amling, distributed the first load 
of  coats to The Salvation Army 
on Benton Street, Wed. Oct. 28.  
Sharon Karpin, a social worker 
for The Salvation Army in Boone, 
had just gotten off  the phone with 
DMACC when the donation ar-
rived. 

“People mostly come in the 
colder months to look for coats.  
We have had about 30 so far, so 
we’re ready for more,” she said.  
The Boone location usually gives 
away over 350 clothing items in-
cluding coats, hats and mittens.  
Karpin said, “This year there will 
probably be more because we are 
seeing more people come in.”

The coats and other items 
available at The Salvation Army 
are free and intended for those 
that really need them.  As far as 
being enough coat donations 
brought in, Karpin said, “Yes, it 
works out good.  What we need, 
we get.  Last year we were short 
on men’s coats in size large, but it 

all depends on who’s coming in.”
So far the drive has brought 

in 90 coats and 10 hats from the 
Boone campus, 12 from the Hun-
ziker Center, as well as six other 
clothing items.  One sign on the 
coat drive boxes said, “Students 
in need, please help yourselves to 
any of  the donated items if  you or 
someone you know needs them.”  
Boxes are still available for dona-
tions at DMACC campuses.

One of  The Salvation Ar-
my’s goals is to spread the word 
for those in need.  “Most middle-
class parents that have just lost 
their jobs don’t even know what’s 
available,” Karpin said.

People are always encour-
aged to make donations or vol-
unteer at The Salvation Army.  
“More and more need comes 
closer to Christmas time,” Karpin 
said.  Applications for Christmas 
baskets, including food, toys, and 
clothing, will be available No-
vember 16 through 20; Nov. 23 
through 25, and Nov. 30 through 
Dec. 4 from 10 a.m. to noon and 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 503 Benton St. 
in Boone.  An ID for all members 
of  applicable families and proof  
of  address is required.

Karpin added, “One of  our 
main needs at Christmas is bell 
ringers.  Volunteers can work 
one to six hours or more, and the 
money provides for all the needs 
of  the following year; like buying 
food, etcetera.”  

Those wishing to ring bells 
for The Salvation Army at Christ-
mas time can visit ringbells.org or 
call (515) 432-5770 for more in-
formation.

Community strips down for coat drive
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Overflowing boxes of winter coats sit by the front office.  The donation was taken to 
Boone’s Salvation Army for the “Giving Warmth” coat drive, cosponsored by DMACC.

By Derrick Roffman
Staff  Writer

The “One Book One Com-
munity” program will have the 
author of  “Hope’s Boy,” Andrew 
Bridge, speaking at the DMACC 
Boone Campus on Nov. 12. 

“This is the first year we’ve 
been able to get the author to 
speak at DMACC campuses,” 
said Michelle Tedrow, Boone 
Campus librarian. 

The program will also be on 
live Webcam to the other cam-
puses. “DMACC Boone Campus 
has had the most participation 
in the “One Book One Commu-
nity” program which is open to 
all DMACC campuses,” Tedrow 
said. 

The book is a memoir that 
leads readers through the strug-
gles of  a young boy as he deals 

with his mother’s mental illnesses 
as she gets worse. Eventually, he 
is taken from his mother at seven 
years old. He struggles through 
foster care. He finds strength in 
growing up but still never forgets 
the love of  his mother.

The program, set up by Re-

becca Funke and Tedrow, librar-
ians for Ankeny and Boone cam-
puses.

Rita Davenport, Boone Cam-
pus counselor said, “I thought the 
book was fascinating and his life 
story is compelling.” 

Student, Haley Miller said, 
“I thought the book was amazing! 
The author, Andrew Bridge, did a 
great job at portraying his events 
in foster care through the eyes of  
his childhood. He gave excellent 
insight to what a child in foster 
care is feeling. It’s so inspiring to 
read a New York Times best sell-
er by a man who everybody else 
thought was a statistic.”

At 10:30 a.m., the morning 
of  the presentation, Bridge will be 
in the Courter Center autograph-
ing his book, and his presenta-
tion will be from 11:15 a.m. until 
12:15 p.m. in the auditorium.

Author to sign book on campus

Eric Thiel (left) of Boone and Ashlei Pritchard of Ogden rehearse a scene for the 
upcoming DMACC Boone Campus Drama Department production of “Murder Go 
Round” by Fred Carmichael.  The comedy will be performed at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 20 
and 21 in the DMACC Boone Campus Theatre.  Tickets cost $5 per person and may be 
purchased at the door.  DMACC students receive free admission with identification.   

Andrew Bridge
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News Briefs
Write a soldier 

Show support for a soldier and 
write a letter.  Nov 11 in the 
Courter Center. The Writing 
Center will be hosting a write a 
soldier activity.  Students and staff  
are welcome to write a letter to a 
soldier showing support.

Art Sale

DMACC Boone Campus will be 
hosting an art sale Nov 11. Angel 
Gifts will be selling discounted 
framed art.  Proceeds will be going 
to DMACC Alumni Association. 

Combat Hunger Food

Students and staff  have one more 
day to bring in nonperishable 
food items.  The Combat Hunger 
food drive ends Thursday, Nov. 
12.  Donation boxes are located 
in many DMACC building.  For 
more information call 964-6359 
or 964-6376.

Spend Spring Semester in 
London with DMACC

Application deadline for the 
DMACC Spring semester in 
London is Friday, Nov. 13.  
Students interested in taking class 
this spring semester in London 
can find information on how to 
apply online at go.dmacc.edu/
studyabroad/Pages/welcome.
aspx or by calling or e-mailing 
Maria Cochran, Study Abroad 
Coordinator, at (515) 967-6482; 
mecochran@dmacc.edu. 

DMACC and the Boone 
County Homeless Prevention 
Board are working together to 
provide a poverty simulation on 
Sat., Nov. 21, from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the student center..

This three-hour experience 
will submerge participants into 
the life of  a homeless individual 
or family. Each participant will be 
asked to take a scenario and figure 
out how to survive using resources 
provided by the simulated com-
munity. 

The simulation will teach what 

Simulation to provide poverty insight 
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Three faculty members and 
14 students dressed up for the 
contest.  Contestants competed 
in three categories: best staff, best 
male student, and best female stu-
dent. 

The audience cheered on the 
contestant they thought had the 
best costume.  The participant 
with the loudest ovation won the 
contest a $25 gift card to Fareway 
and bragging rights for the year.            

“I’m glad I could be a part of  
the contest,” said Katie 
Aspengren, contest winner for 
best female student costume.  
“I’m glad my hard work and time 
paid off.”   Aspengren’s winning 
costume was “Murdered Prom 
Queen.”

When asked what she’d do 
with her winnings, Aspengren 
said, “I’m going to buy my Hal-
loween candy.

Other winners included 
Beth Christianson for best staff  
costume as the “Headless Chef,” 
and Trevor Gould for best male 
student as a pirate.  “I feel amaz-
ing and exhilarated,” said Gould 
after the contest as he collected 
his winnings.  

Overall student turnout was 
a little less then last year.  Steve 
Krafcisin, SAC advisor, said there 
were around 20 student partici-
pants last year.                                                                                                                                         

it means to live in poverty, and will 
demonstrate the effects poverty 
can have on the community.  

The poverty simulation will 
be offered free of  cost to all par-
ticipants with a free-will donation 
lunch to follow. The simulation 
will include a presentation about 
efforts currently under way for the 
homeless and hungry in Boone. 

Participants also will have the 
chance to sign-up for a variety of  
volunteer opportunities. 

To participate in the poverty 
simulation, contact Theresa Angle 

today at TAngle@yss.ames.ia.us 
or at (515) 432-7983, extension 
5510. The simulation is limited 
to the first 75 participants and 
spots are expected to fill quickly.  

Twenty volunteers also are 
needed to assist at the different 
community service tables dur-
ing the simulation. This includes 
a two-hour training session the 
evening of  Fri., Nov. 20. 

To volunteer, contact Julie 
Nash at jnash@co.boone.ia.us 
or at (515) 433-4892.

Money for next semester

Students seeking financial 
help for next semester are in 
luck. Students may visit the 
DMACC Foundation web site for 
scholarship information.  With 
support from EMC Foundation 
and Principle Financial Group 
Foundation 20 students will be 
selected to receive $1,000 or 
$2,000 awards for tuition and 
books.  Apply at www.dmacc.
edu/foundation/scholarships.asp.  
Application deadline is Nov. 18.   

Halloween 
contests 
from page 1
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By Jamie Stueve
Opinion/Feature Editor 

Daylight saving time happens 
twice a year on the 2nd Sunday 
in March and the 1st Sunday in 
Nov. where students lose or gain 
an hour of  sleep but the history 
seems to be outdated by some. 

Originally proposed by Ben-
jamin Franklin in 1784 as an eco-
nomical project, it was not taken 
seriously until 1907 by William 
Willet’s proposal. In his propos-
al, “The Waste of  Daylight” he 
wrote, “Everyone appreciates the 
long, light evenings. Everyone la-
ments their shortage as autumn 
approaches; and everyone has 
given utterance to regret that 
the clear, bright light of  an early 
morning during Spring and Sum-
mer months is so seldom seen or 
used.” 

It started for two main rea-
sons: for railroad companies and 
for farmers. Trains, in the past, 
were one of  the main transport-
ers of  resources and of  people. 
The time changes made were for 
the travels of  railroads to keep up 
with the sun and not fall behind in 
their destinations. 

Farmers followed and still do 
for the purpose of  maintaining 
their crops with “saving” more 
daylight. A majority of  the state 
of  Arizona does not follow this, as 
well as other American territories 
such as Guam and Puerto Rico. 

Some feel they are forced to 
follow this time change but can’t 
find a reason for it. “I don’t think it 
really does much for people these 
days. It is just something that soci-
ety keeps because it’s always been 
that way,” said Aslynne Carriere, 
a student on the DMACC Boone 
Campus.

Students follow the time 
change and are gracious for the 
extra sleep in the fall. “It’s nice 
because you feel like you get ex-
tra sleep the first couple of  days,” 
said Carriere. “I didn’t know 
much about it other than what my 
dad told me about the farmers.”

Today, a new reason for day-

light saving time is to conserve 
energy. 

According to recent studies 
from the Department of  Trans-
portation, setting the clock an 
hour forward in the spring causes 
a one percent decrease in energy 
used, which is small but signifi-
cant. 

In winter months, the energy 
is least saved out of  any other time 
of  the year due to the need for 
daylight in the afternoon, which is 
offset by the late sunrise.

Students may not feel a need 
for the daylight saving time twice 
a year, but it is still on the agenda 
in the majority of  the nation and 
is a force that adjusts the schedules 
and internal clocks of  the body.

Phobia factors: genetics, life experience

Daylight saving for 
farmers, railroads

By Chelsea Magee
Staff  Writer

Chills run down your spine, 
and your body starts to stiffen 
every time you step into a public 
bathroom! DUN! DUN! DUN! 
This is only one particular pho-
bia that a person can acquire. 

People can have some of  the 
strangest phobias, but it is what 
makes them who they are. Pho-
bias are caused by different rea-
sons. Lisa Fritscher, from Guide to 
Phobias on about.com, said, “Re-
searchers are uncertain what ex-
actly causes phobias. However, it 
is commonly believed that certain 
factors may increase the likelihood 
that a phobia will develop. These 

factors include genetics, cultural 
factors and life experiences.”

Sometimes phobias can be 
caused from petrifying child-
hood experiences. Sandi John-
son, student services specialist, 
talked about her phobia: “Closed 
up places, such as elevators be-
cause when I was really little I 
was stuck in a Younkers eleva-
tor with my grandma for a very 
long time. It was horrible.”  This 
phobia is  known as claustro-
phobia, according to ask.com. 

Ashley Blum, a second year 
student said, “I have a fear of  
heights. One time, I went to Colo-
rado and we went on a really long 
shaky bridge. My cousin decided 
it would be fun to shake the bridge 

the whole time. It terrified me. 
Ever since then I was afraid of  
heights.”  This phobia is known 
as altophobia, fear of  heights, 
according to dictionary.com.

Children can also have pho-
bias, too. Shelby Hildreth, aca-
demic adviser said, “My daughter, 
Josie, has a fear of  mascots. One 
time I was the Bear for DMACC 
and she wouldn’t even go around 
me unless I took the mask off.” 
Josie is definitely not alone in this 
world. The name of  this particu-
lar phobia is called masklophobia, 
according to wiki.answers.com.

Phobias are something that 
people are truly scared of, and for 
most this fear is hard to conquer. 

Greet the day with a 
HOMESTYLE
BREAKFAST

Enjoy a $3 made-to-
order omelet on 

Thursdays, as well as 
other daily specials 

including 
biscuits & gravy, 

waf� es with sausage, 
and more!

Breakfast served daily 
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.

come and go in my seven years 
and this is my first opportunity to 
go and to serve,” said Taylor.

At the same time it’s hard for 
Taylor who has a family. 

Taylor said, “It is hard be-
cause I have a wife and kids, and 
I don’t want to leave them, but I 
want to serve my country. I have 
friends who are on their 3rd and 
4th deployments and I haven’t 
gone yet.” 

The military gave Taylor his 
warning order a year in advance, 
something rarely ever done by the 
military. 

When Taylor comes back 
from his one-year tour of  duty, he 
plans to get back to teaching.

Taylor
from Page 1Where the root of your fear may come from

Coulrophobia: 
abnormal or exaggerated 
fear of clowns
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Call today to discuss your needs with one of 
our transfer admissions counselors!

when you transfer to 

Grand View University

515-263-2810 E 800-444-6083 E www.admissions.grandview.edu

E simple transfer policies, up 

to 66 semester hours of 

credit accepted from two-

year colleges

E 37 baccalaureate majors

E Dynamic internships

E Transfer scholarships 

available

E Average class size of 14

E Nearly 100% job 

placement for a decade 

and a half

E Choice of on-campus living 

styles

E Personal attention, with 

all classes taught by 

professional faculty

Des Moines, Iowa

By Chelsea Magee
Staff  Writer

The nursing program at 
the DMACC Boone Campus 
provides its students with many 
opportunities. The clinical 
fields offered at DMACC are 
medical, surgical and nursing. 
The students can pursue their 
studies in pediatrics, obstetrics, 
cancer, cardiology, mental 
health and long-term care unit. 

Many students are surprised 
on how often they must go to 
class, study, and do all of  their 
homework. Connie Booth, 
chairperson of  the nursing 
program and faculty member for 
28 years said, “I think the most 
surprising thing to students is the 
workload. No skipping, must have 
a “C” in all classes, have to study 
or won’t pass the board exams.” 

Even though the faculty has a 
lot of  experience in the line of  work 
they are teaching the students, 
they also have good relationships 
with the hospitals, and help 
students to be successful in the 
program, although Booth would 
say, “We do not make it easy.” 

DMACC is a small 
community college, so there 
are a lot of  hands-on learning 
skills that the students can 
be taught. The students get 
to work with a mannequin, 
practicing whole simulation in 
the problem-solving course. This 
will teach them how humans 
may react when being given a 
shot, having blood taken, etc.  

At the end of  the nursing 
program, the student has to 
take the preceptorship. This 
is where the students have 
to spend a lot of  time with 
a registered nurse; learning 
the role of  a practicing nurse, 
participating in that particular 
nurse’s everyday working hours, 
and doing everything that 
they do in order to graduate. 

A student will need to find 
a job after graduating into the 
clinical field of  their choosing. 
Some of  the students go through 
the DMACC placement office 
to provide them with these 
services. Most of  the students 
get an interview through the 
preceptorship. This makes it 
easier for the hospitals to hire 

them because when working 
with a designated nurse for the 
certain amount of  hours, it will 
show them how that hospital 
runs, which will make less 
training that needs to be done. 

Some of  the students work 
as a nurse’s aide while taking 
college classes. Their tuition 
is paid for if  they are going to 
be an RN just as long as they 
come back to work all of  that 
time off  that they took in school.

The economy has taken a big 
toll on the nursing programs in 
America. It has caused a decrease 
in the demand for nurses. This 
is usually because there are 
so many older nurses that are 
past their retirement, yet are 
still working. Some of  the older 
nurses think that it is much too 
expensive to retire, and some are 
just not willing to retire. “I’m not 
ready to retire, but according to 
DMACC’s policy I’m eligible to 
retire,” said Booth. “I have a lot 
more to offer the students here.” 
Health care is needed all over the 
world. Booth said, “I think as we 
see the economy turn around, the 
demand for nurses will increase.” 

Nursing provides many programs

Launch of world’s largest rocket: Ares I-X

simpson
Transfer to 

l Peterson’s Competitive Colleges,
 U.S.News and World Report and Forbes all 
 recognize SIMPSON as one of the
 nation’s top colleges
l Located 12 miles from Iowa’s capital city
l Provides a comprehensive academic   
 environment with a 14:1 student/faculty ratio
l One of the only campuses in Iowa that is      
 100% wireless
l Offers outstanding student organizations and  
 activities including award-winning fine arts  
 programs and nationally-ranked athletic teams
l Apply online at www.simpson.edu – there is  
 no application fee
l Over 98 percent of Simpson students
 receive financial assistance; transfer and
 Phi Theta Kappa scholarships available

We understand you’re not new 
to college, just new to us.
simpson CoLLEGE
Indianola, Iowa
800-362-2454  I  www.simpson.edu/dmacc

See for yourself!
Schedule a visit today.

By Eric Thiel
Sports Editor

NASA made a daring move 
with the launch of  Ares I-X, the 
world’s largest rocket, on Oct. 28.  

The decision to continue 
with the test flight of  the new 
spacecraft had been under debate 
in Washington because of  its high 
cost.  The launch came days after 
the conclusion of  the Review of  
U.S. Human Space Flight, which 
stated, “manned space explora-
tion does not have the capability 
of  completing its goals.”

Ares I will become the next 
generation of  spacecraft capable 
of  carrying humans into space. 
It is a part of  the Constellation 
program that has the goal of  de-
veloping the technologies to open 
the space frontier.

The project was started in 
2004, part of  the “Vision of  
Space Exploration”. The U.S. 
space policy intended to regain 
public interest in space explo-
ration. Constellation will take 
humans further into space than 
before with plans of  building a 
base on the moon, exploration of  
asteroids, landing on Mars, and 
going far beyond.

For more than 30 years, hu-
man presence in space had been 
limited to low earth orbit. The 
space shuttle has been the only 
spacecraft to carry Americans 
into space. It was designed to be a 
convenient method of  transport-
ing humans and equipment.

One of  the greatest archi-
tecture designs, the International 

Space Station, was assembled by 
the shuttle, which took around 
10 years to build. With the aging 
shuttle coming to its retirement 
in 2011, a new human spacecraft 
will be needed to keep the U.S. in 
space. The Ares I is expected to 
replace the shuttle when its fin-
ished in 2015, but the review says 
it won’t even be close to ready by 
then.

Without any method of  car-
rying humans to space, Americans 
will have to resort to buying tick-
ets with Russian spacecraft. It will 
be a long gap until the U.S. has its 
new spacecraft ready.

Exploring the solar system 
will be mankind’s greatest adven-
ture since the lunar landing. 

Due to the lack of  funding, 
fantasy has been unable to be-
come realty. Money is the basic 
problem and NASA just doesn’t 
have enough of  it to take the mis-
sions they planned further.  Space 
has always been expensive and 
since the early sixties, the price of  
flights to space hasn’t gone down 
by much. The entire human space 
program costs each citizen seven 
cents a day, a total of  $25.55 a 
year, 0.5% of  the annual national 
budget.

The Review of  Human Space 
Flight says if  NASA wants to get 
the objectives done, it will need an 
additional $3 billion a year to its 
current $17 billion dollar budget.  
A nation that once spent 5% of  
its annual budget into getting to 
the moon, now only spends about 
.5% of  it on the entire NASA pro-
gram.

People have lost the deter-
mination to explore and go be-
yond into the unknown. Space 
has become boring science to the 
American people, and most of  the 
nation isn’t even aware the Space 
Shuttle will retire in the next year. 

If  the United States wants 
to carry out human space flight 
it must get the American people 
enthused about it.

NASA has been exploring 
the solar systems with a series of  
space probes for more than 40 
years, from looking under rocks 
on Mars, to searching for life. 
Scientifically, they are the best 
form of  exploring space and its 
planets, though most people don’t 
feel the significant value it has. 

When the U.S. landed hu-
mans on the Moon the whole 
world stopped to watch. In that 
time, the world felt a sense of  ac-
complishment that no machine 
could deliver to the deep uplifting 
impact it had.

The United States has the ca-
pability of  completing their goals, 

but it is determined on the effort 
they put in.

President Obama will an-
nounce his decision around 
thanksgiving time that will de-
termine the direction this nation 
will take towards space. He may 
choose to inspire the people with 
a new age of  exploration, or pos-

sibly cancel the plans.
The bolder step NASA may 

make will be a hard one but the 
founder of  the first frontier to the 
Moon, President John F. Kennedy 
once said, “We choose to do these 
things, not because they are easy, 
but because they are hard.”

Photo by MCT
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Patty Harrison enjoys all the fun things moms do
By Eric Thiel
Sports Editor

The women’s volleyball team 
has come a long way.  The team, 
especially Coach Patty Harrison, 
who has led the women through 
a very successful season, couldn’t 
be happier.

Harrison began working at 
Iowa Central in 1981 and has 
been coaching 25 years since she 
started their volleyball program 
in 1983.  It was what she called 
an “awesome” time just being 
there.

As the volleyball head coach, 
Harrison has been leading the 
team since 2004, when she first 

arrived at the DMACC Boone 
campus. Switching to DMACC 
brought Coach Harrison closer to 
ISU and Des Monies. She enjoys 
the closer trips.  For her, Boone 
has been an experience and long 
efforts of  hard work have made 
the amazing team over the years.

As a citizen of  Jefferson, 
Iowa, Coach Harrison is mar-
ried with three children and one 
granddaughter.  She is also one 
of  DMACC’s educational advis-
ers.  Some of  her hobbies include 
reading, crocheting and quilting.  
She also enjoys, as she says, “all 
the fun things moms do.”

Coach Harrison is thankful 
to have a well-disciplined team, 

in which the women can struc-
ture in time for academics.  She 
says it is easy for the girls when 
they have classes together and 
always do homework with one 
another.

She added before the tour-
nament, “The girls have worked 
hard to get to this point in the 
season. I think they are more 
than ready. They had a good 
practice yesterday. We are ready 
to except the challenge of  get-
ting back to the national tourna-
ment.”

After the victory during the 
tournament that took place Nov. 
6 and 7, Harrison said how glad 
she was that everyone came out 
to support the team. 

A awesome play Windom 
number 22 performed another 
play with a slam-dunk off  a pass 
from Burton number 1 with the 
assist.

In the second half, substitu-
tions came in and held the lead. 
Gandy number 24 said, “Offense, 
overall for right now is good but 
defense we got to play hard in-
stead of  relaxing.”

The Bears have won the first 
game but still have a long season 
ahead. All players contributed to 
the win and Coach BJ McGinn 
says he wants the team to work 
more on rebounding.

McGinn was happy about 
the game’s outcome, “We came 
out and played hard and played 
together,” said McGinn. He looks 
forward to playing Black Hawk 
East. Which the players say will 
be better competition.

The season opener for the 
DMACC Bears men’s basket-
ball team took place Nov. 2. The 
Bears opened the season against 
William Penn University JV with 
a massive win of  104 to 57. 

Freshman Isiah Gandy num-
ber 24 said, “I expected to win, 
but I didn’t expect to win by that 
much.”

In the beginning of  the game 
William Penn was up by just one 
point. Didn’t take long for the 
Bear’s defense to take over. From 
there on out, DMACC was con-
stantly in the lead.

Previous All-American Scott 
Windom number 22 was lead-
ing scorer with 20 points. Start-
ers Kannon Burrage number 23 
and Deremey Steptoe number 34 
contributed 14 points each to the 
bears win.

The substitutions came in, 
Freshman Isiah Gandy number 
24 came in off  the bench and 
immediately went to work with a 
steal and dunk. Gandy contrib-
uted 15 points to the Bears win.  

As the first half  went on, the 
Bears lead became larger. With 
steals, breakaway lay ups, and 
slam-dunks the bears quickly took 
over the game. The Bears end-
ed the first half  with a 3 pointer 
by Brad Burton number 1 and a 
slam-dunk by Windom number 
22. The half  time score was at 58 
to 25. 

The starters began the second 
half  with consistence. Freshman 
Hal Bateman number 4 threw ac-
curate alley-oop to Burton who 
scored with slam-dunk, and leav-
ing Bateman with an assist. Steals 
and lay ups continued to keep the 
bears in the lead.

Isiah Gandy (24) goes for 
lay up

          Photo by Eric Thiel

Coach Patty Harrison
Photo by Derrick Roffman

Men win season opener 
against William Penn
By Shannon Jefferson
Staff  Writer

By Brad Burton
Staff  Writer 

On Sunday the Bears came 
on strong to defeat the Vikings 
of  Grand View J.V. 58-46 on the 
Boone Campus.  

Early in the game the ladies 
played solid but couldn’t stop the 
flow of  Grand View who shot a 
little over 45 percent from the 
field the first half.

The Bears, who shot a little 
above 28 percent from the field 
had trouble getting their shots to 
fall.  Going into the locker room 
Coach Steve Krafcisin and the 
Bears saw themselves down 27-28 
at the half.

Coming into the second half, 

Women down at half: Finish strong
the Bears knew they would have 
to turn up heat in order to come 
out with a victory.

The pressure defense of  the 
Bears caused Grandview to com-
mit three shot clock violations and 
caused Grand View to commit 24 
turnovers. “We know we 
have a lot to work on,” said Kat-
lyn Wood, “but we are coming 
together as a team.  People are 
learning their roles and the most 
important thing is we came out 
with a win.”

The Bears scored 24 points 
off  turnovers and 28 points in the 
paint.  The shot selection of  the 
Bears was good, improving their 
shot percentage to 52 percent 
from the field.

Men’s basketball 
go 2-0

By Shannon Jefferson
Staff  Writer 

The DMACC Bears men’s 
basketball team has already got 
a great start to the 2009-2010 
season. The Bears played Black 
Hawk East Saturday Nov. 7. They 
came on the court ready to play, 

immediately shutting down Black 
Hawk East attempt to full court 
press. The Bears dominated the 
game, beating Black Hawk East 
82 to 45.

Sophomore Scott Windom 
led the team with 18 points. “My 
role on the team is to be a leader. I 
feel I need to be an example to my 
teammates even though it’s hard 
sometimes,” said Windom. Brad 
Burton and Kannon Burrage con-
tributed 14 points a piece to keep 

the Bears’ win over Black Hawk 
East. The Bears dominated both 
first and second half  of  the game 
scoring 41 points each half. The 
Bears’ consistent defense began to 
shut down Black Hawk East in the 
second half, only allowing them to 
score 15 points.

The Bears shot 56.7 percent 
in the second half  and their de-
fense forced Black Hawk East to 
only shoot 14.3 percent. In the 
first half  Black Hawk East shot 

41.9 percent. The Bears decreased 
the ability for Black Hawk East to 
score and continued to execute on 
offense.  The bears played solid 
defense, which led them to their 
second win. “I felt we did a solid 
job on the defensive end of  the 
floor holding them to 45 points 
for the game and only giving up 
15 points in the second half,” said 
Coach BJ McGinn. Everybody is 
starting to know their role on the 
team. When you have a team like 

that, that’s a hard team to beat,” 
said Burton.

 Coach McGinn believes the 
team still has room for improve-
ment. “We need to continue to 
focus on making improvements 
each day in all areas, and contin-
ue to grow together as a basket-
ball team,” said Coach McGinn. 
The Bears will go on the road 
the weekend of  the 13 and 14 to 
Council Bluffs to compete.

“I thought we played well as 
a team” said Cassie Nauholz. “We 
came out with a lot of  energy in 
the second half. We executed well 
on offense and played solid de-
fense.

Leading the way for the Bears 
were Tia Mays, who scored 22 
points and grabbed 13 rebounds.  
Kayla Koeppen gave the bears 
nine points and also dished out six 
assists.

Also contributing for the 
Bears were Nauholz, Marni Ja-
cobsen, and Woods scoring eight 
points apiece.

The Bears will continue their 
journey this weekend, as they 
travel to Norfolk, Nebr. to com-
pete.

Danielle Daniels makes a jump shot.
Photo by Eric Thiel
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By Austin Leeds
Contributing Writer

Many Windows users are un-
der the impression that free soft-
ware is usually virus-ridden and 
untrustworthy.

When it comes to Windows 
software, they’re usually right. But 
for users of  Mac OS X and Linux, 
that assumption rarely holds true.

The Open-Source Move-
ment is an ingathering of  thou-
sands of  developers from all over 
the world, dedicated to producing 
quality, open-source, free soft-
ware. 

What is Open-Source, you 
ask? 

Open-Source means that 
software can be changed by any-
one, anywhere, anytime—so long 
as they have the knowledge to do 
so. The Open-Source Movement 

has produced a lot of  the software 
we use day-to-day, such as Mozilla 
Firefox, which is written, tested, 
and used by millions of  people 
around the globe. 

Mozilla is a non-profit orga-
nization, spending all the dona-
tions it receives on the develop-
ment of  Firefox, its web browser, 
Thunderbird, its e-mail client, 
and many other software projects. 
Because of  the donations, Mozilla 
is able to provide this software free 
to the general public.

Another shining example 
of  open-source ingenuity is the 
Ubuntu operating system. An op-
erating system is what you interact 
with when you are using a com-
puter, and it comes in many differ-
ent forms, such as Windows, Mac 
OS X, and Linux. Ubuntu is a 
Linux OS distribution, meaning it 
is one of  many operating systems 
written in the Linux standard. All 

Open-Source and Ubuntu prove popular
of  these operating systems can 
share applications and files with 
each other, so your choices for a 
Linux OS are nearly unlimited. 
However, in a recent poll, Ubuntu 
was found to be the most popu-
lar of  all the Linux distributions, 
followed by another distribution, 
Debian. 

“Ubuntu” is Bantu for “Hu-
manity Towards Others,” and is 
an African philosophy that has 
been around for centuries. The 
Ubuntu OS is meant to be an 
objectification of  this philosophy, 
but many people like it for anoth-
er reason: compared to Windows, 
Ubuntu is more hardy and uses 
frequent minor updates, as well 
as 6-month intervals of  major re-
leases, to keep itself  healthy and 
happy (which tends to have the 
same effect on its users). 

Ubuntu 9.10 Karmic Koala 
and 8.04 Hardy Heron are avail-

Cartoon by Josh Schmidt, DMACC student

Pay tribute to veterans: write a letter

able at www.ubuntu.com for mod-
ern Intel and AMD processors, as 
well as PowerPC processors, found 
in Macs before 2006 and the “fat” 
models of  the Sony Playstation 3. 
The download is an ISO file (the 
digital contents of  a CD), which 
can be burned onto a disk. Once 
you insert the disk into your CD 
drive, you can restart the com-
puter, and Ubuntu will appear 
when it boots back up. You can 
test out Ubuntu, install it inside 
or alongside Windows if  you like 
it, or just shut down the computer 
and remove the disk if  you don’t. 
There’s no pressure and very little 
risk of  losing anything.

“There is no such thing as 
the perfect Operating System. 
Use what you like, you’ll break 
it anyway. But with Ubuntu, you 
can fix your mistakes…” —from 
an Ubuntu forum.

Have a voice!
Submit letters to the editor.  This is the 
fifth issue of the year and we have had 
only one letter submitted.  Please keep 
letters under 350 words.  Article sub-
missions are welcome.  Send to ban-
nernews@dmacc.edu.

What are your views?

What do you care about?

(Fred Matamoros/Tacoma News Tribune/MCT)

What needs to be changed?

Staff  Editorial

Veterans Day is a fed-
eral holiday to recognize 
military veterans.  On 
Nov. 11, all across Amer-
ica, people honor veter-
ans and the deceased who 
served in the military, as 
they should.

According to the Unit-
ed States Department of  
Veterans Affairs, on June 
1, 1964, Armistice Day 
was changed to Veterans 
Day.

Nov. 11, 1918 marked 
the end of  the most de-
structive war in human 
history; WW I.  Congress 
recognized the end of  he 
war.  They said, “Whereas 
it is fitting that the recur-
ring anniversary of  this 
date should be commem-
orated with thanksgiving 
and prayer and exercises 
designed to perpetuate 
peace through good will 
and mutual understand-
ing between nations.”

Congress continues 
to declare that officials in 
all Government buildings 
display the flag on Nov. 
11 and have schools and 
churches recognize the 
day with friendly ceremo-
nies.

Every school should 
commemorate veterans.  
They should pay tribute to 
the importance of  soldiers 
and veterans.  These men 
and women have served 
us to defend our free-

doms.  They have done so 
much for us; each of  them 
deserves our thanks and 
prayer.

Nov. 11 on the 
DMACC Boone Cam-
pus, the Writing Center is 
sponsoring a letter writing 
event to “take time to say 
thanks on paper” at 11:15 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m.  Every-
one should express his or 
her gratitude in one way 
or another.  What is bet-
ter than writing a soldier 

and thanking him or her 
personally?

Giving a personal 
“thanks” is the best way 
to show our gratitude for 
the veterans.  There are 
a lot of  hurting families 
out there and we need to 
recognize what they are 
going through and not 
take for granted how they 
feel.  All across America 
we should show our ap-
preciation for the soldiers 
and their families.
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By Jamie Stueve
Opinion/Feature Editor

Now that Halloween is over, 
I can now move my attention and 
concentration to the most fantas-
tic holiday I celebrate, Christmas. 

I would like to skip over 
Thanksgiving if  I could. Don’t get 
me wrong, I am always thankful 
for friends, family and the found-
ers of  this ever-thriving country 
but I give a hoot about Christmas, 
not Thanksgiving.

Christmas in my household 
is insanity. The kind of  insanity 
that makes you look forward to 
the following Christmas the day 
after it’s over. I have five siblings, 
four nieces and nephews, three 
pairs of  aunts and uncles, my two 
parents and a partridge in a pair 
tree that comes together on this 
magnificent celebration. 

Without the chaos and my 
mother downing margaritas to 
calm her nerves, these holidays 
wouldn’t give me the memories 
they do. 

Christmas just really gets 
me going, I literally love every-
thing in ordinance of  this time 
of  year. Snow makes me giddier 
than a child at a carnival. Festive 
Christmas music brings my spirits 
through the roof. I have a desig-
nated play list on my ipod consist-
ing of  nearly 100 songs I bust out 
the day after Halloween, as well 
as radio stations starting the same 
day. 

Don’t even get me started on 
the food, the fact you get to in-
dulge in candy canes, Christmas 
cookies and pies as well as my 
families potluck dinner, I go to 
bed extremely satisfied with the 
teamwork my stomach and I ac-
complished.

Every year since I can re-
member, my mother and I (we 
exclude my other siblings) have a 
tradition of  setting up the decora-
tions the day after Thanksgiving. 
We make a whole day out of  it, 
blaring our favorite Christmas 
tunes, dancing like idiots and con-
tinuously gabbing about nonsense 
while we consume ourselves in 
piles of  red, green and gold. 

My job is always to set up and 
decorate the tree, being as it is the 
epitome of  holiday décor. We 
have a theme for our tree every 
year, of  which my favorite is the 

one where you can walk around 
the tree and see the whole family 
grow up with pictures, ornaments 
and garland everyone has contrib-
uted over the years. This day is 
next in line to the actual day of  
Christmas in fafavoritism.

We grow up being confront-
ed with the realities of  life, leav-
ing Christmas as a burden to a 
lot of  people, hassles with fam-
ily, presents and finding 
time to pack it in our 
busy schedules. Tradi-
tion with fami-
lies seems to be 
dissolving and i t 
disappoints and 
saddens me.  
Christmas is 
such a thriv-
ing part of  
the year that 
I dive in to 
earlier than 
some, which 
leave people 
questioning 
my sanity. 
I get so en-
gulfed in the 
great mood, 
food and 
festivities of  
C h r i s t m a s 
that noth-
ing will 
bring me 
down. I 
don’t get 
the win-
ter blues 
because I 
have the 
season to 
be jolly to 
fall back 
on. 

By Tanner Sandrock 
News Editor

Every year Halloween ends 
and there is a brief  intermission 
before the holiday season begins, 
but ever-so-gradually Christmas 
has been pushing it’s way closer 
and closer to that October date, 
practically consuming Thanksgiv-

ing in the process.  
This year the of-

fense was the worst, 
to my 
d i s -

may the 
day af-
ter Hal-
l o w e e n 
I turned 

on the radio 
only to be 
shocked and 
saddened to 
hear Christ-
mas songs al-

ready play-
ing over the 
a i r w ave s .  
Not only 
had ol’ 
Kris Krin-
gle taken 
the radio 
but also af-
ter visiting 

the local grocer I 
found the Christ-
mas displays were 
already up.  Now 
I’m no Grinch; I 
love Christmas as 
much as the next 
guy, but come on, 
do we really need 
to suffer under the 
obnoxious weight 

of  Santa for two whole months.  
Whatever happened to the 

days where Thanksgiving was em-
braced and celebrated?  Anymore 
it seems to be just a precursor to 
the main event of  Christmas, a 
warm up for family interaction 
and cooking skills.  Candy canes 
and mistletoe have replaced imag-
es of  turkeys and pilgrims.  There 
isn’t even snow on the ground yet 
and we are dreaming of  a white 
Christmas. 

Before you know it, the jolly 
bastard will have taken Hallow-
een and continue moving right 
through all the fall months into 
the summer.  It won’t take long 
until the nation’s birthday comes 
with stockings and, trust me, no 
one wants to see Claus’ fat self  
squeezed into a swimming suit.  
Then what’s next; a week resting 
period before the tree goes back 
up on Jan. 2? 

Before we can turn the tides 
of  the Christmas wave we must 
first reclaim Thanksgiving, the 
first victim to Santa’s quests for 
holiday domination.  We need to 
put a stop to Christmas making 
its way into the beginning days of  
November.  Make him wait until 
the 26 and then let him go crazy, 
but quickly end the holly reign 
promptly by January.  We don’t 
want him setting his sights on Val-
entine’s Day.

Thanksgiving has given us 
so much; food, football, and fam-
ily time without the need of  ex-
changing gifts.  So come together 
and give something back.  Its time 
we gave the month of  November 
back to its rightful owner and be 
thankful for Thanksgiving.  

“What was your dream job when you were a little kid?”
By Jamie Stueve and Chelsea Magee

Michael Wagner

“A firefighter.”
Seth Rasmussen

“A baseball play-
er.”

Katie Mcknight

“Probably a doc-
tor.”

Matt Bosworth

“An underwear 
model.”

Donny Burkhart

“A bull-rider.”

Illustration by Josh 
Schmidt, DMACC student

Holiday cheer       ThanksgivingVS
I encourage any students, 

who are a part of  a family, big 
or small, to get those traditions 
back, or to start a new one. You 
make the holiday what you want 
and have the opportunity to 
start festivities early with decora-
tions available in stores now and 
Christmas music already started 
on the radio. Tis the season! 

Cartoon by Jessie Vrba, DMACC student
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